
Art transcends the 
barriers of language 
and tradition and 
connects us, stitch by 
stitch, to those from 
other communities.”

—Lisa Ellis

In my second year as SAQA’s board 
president, I am even more certain that quilt 
artists and their creativity make the world a 
better place.

Our work comes from our hearts, our core 
beliefs, and our unique perspectives. The art 

we make is so intimate and personal that it is often difficult 
to share with others. What if our work is criticized? What if our 
deeply held views are misunderstood or ridiculed?

It is through the act of sharing our artwork with each other 
that global connection can happen. Placing our artwork 
into local and global exhibitions makes us vulnerable. 
However, viewing the personal work of others brings us 
greater understanding of the values and perspectives of 
artists different from ourselves. Art transcends the barriers of 
language and tradition and connects us, stitch by stitch, to 
those from other communities. Through SAQA, we discern 
the life stories of strangers, sewn by hand and formed in 
fabric.

Through SAQA, we meet new mentors and friends from 
across the globe. We move beyond our local communities 
and open ourselves to new experiences, ideas, and values. 

Through this sharing process we are changed. Through SAQA 
we experience what it means to be a global citizen. 

I have been deeply touched by the generosity of the many 
SAQA members I have had the privilege to meet over the 
past year.
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share their time and talent to ensure the vibrancy of 
exhibitions, the quality of our educational programs, and 
the professionalism of our publications. 

SAQA flourishes because of open-hearted supporters like 
you who choose to make gifts, large and small, to ensure 
that recognition for our art form will endure into the future.

Our success lies in a shared dedication to the art quilt 
and our common will to stitch together a community of 
support for this global movement.  

 

Executive Director

I’ve been thinking about what really defines success 
and accomplishment for SAQA. Certainly, our success 
is shown in the number of amazing exhibitions we 
traveled across the globe in 2016. 

Achievement can also be measured within the context 
of financial accountability and stability. Our finances are 
sound, and we continue to expand our programs.

SAQA’s many accomplishments are truly attributable to 
the shared passions and efforts of our global community. 
SAQA thrives because of the shared commitment of 
our members for the advancement of the art quilt. Our 
enthusiastic membership has now expanded into 39 
countries. 

SAQA prospers because of the many volunteers who 

SAQA’s 2016 highlights
	 SAQA Membership expanded into 39 countries (almost 20% of our members are non-US).

	 To better connect our members with the talents of recognized artists, SAQA launched “SAQA Seminar”, 
an online interactive member forum that concentrates on a select artistic topic. 

	 Three SAQA webinars were made available for members in 2016 including  “International Artists Panel,” 
“Lightning Talks from the Lincoln conference,” and “Working in a Series.”

	 To improve exhibition accessibility to artists living outside of the United States, we introduced a new 
initiative to underwrite international exhibition shipping costs. 

	 We created a video called “Stitching Together a Global Community” to share the many benefits of SAQA 
with potential new members.

	 To recognize our wonderful volunteers, the first-ever Yvonne Porcella Volunteer of the Year awards  
were initiated. 

	 The “Art Quilt Retrospective” project was launched to honor and recognize the many accomplishments 
of the art quilt movement and individual artists over the past 50 years.

	 We introduced our Affiliate Membership Program which provides groups and organizations with the 
ability to join SAQA.

	 Due to the success of the prior traveling Trunk Show programs, we reached out to our members to create 
a new series of artworks. Coordinated by Kathy York, over 450 pieces of art were received, matted, and 
processed. The new trunk shows began traveling throughout the world in April 2017.

A letter from Martha Sielman, SAQA’s executive director

Celebrating Silver was the �rst global
exhibition to go to Australia- it was 
displayed on 4 continents!

Stories of Migration
at the Textile Museum
in Washington, DC
garnered national attention.

Global exhibitions traveling 
during 2016 to 41 venues, 
including 13 museums.

International venues including  
exhibits in Australia, Belgium, 
Canada, China, France, Germany, 
Ireland, Spain, Taiwan, and the UK.

16 
13 Regional

exhibitions on
display during 2016.21Exhibition

Highlights



Thank you to our 2016 donors! 
FOUNDER’S CIRCLE - $5,000+
Jennifer Day
Lisa Ellis
Ralph and Janice James
Robert and Ardis James 

Foundation
Frank Klein

LEADERS -   
$2,500-$4,999
Nancy Bavor
Barbara D Blanchard 
Marvin Fletcher 
Teri Quinn

BENEFACTORS -   
$1,000-$2,499 
Karey Bresenhan 
Eliza Brewster 
Sonja Campbell 
Giny Dixon 
Iris Karp 
Jeanne Marklin 
Melanie McFarland 
Susan Nestegard 
Dorothy Raymond 
Susan Siefkin 
Gwyned Trefethen 
Martha Van Loon 
John Walsh 
Marcia Young 
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Lynne Allen 
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Janeene Herchold 
Mary Ann Littlejohn 
Carolyn Mazloomi 
Dolores Miller 
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Martha Wolfe 
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Alex and John Anderson
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Abbi Barden
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Dr. and Mrs. Marvin C. Beil
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Mary Ev Wyatt
Gay Young
Charlotte Ziebarth  

FRIEND OF SAQA - $50 - $99 
Genevieve Attinger
Catherine A. Audley
Elizabeth Bamberger
Robert Bein
Charlotte Bird
Deborah Boschert
Marian Bressel
Melani Brewer
Alice Brody
Peggy Brown
Nancy Bryant
Joke Buursma
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Linda Colsh
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Sherri Culver
Sara Deever
Sue Dennis
Rachael Dorr
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Linda Filby-Fisher
Floris Flam
Cynthia Fowler
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Bodil Gardner
Judith Quinn Garnett
Denise Tallon Havlan
Carolyn Higgins
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Patricia Kennedy-Zafred
Barbara Kilbourn
Geri Kinnear
Lesley Knox
Paula Kovarik
Karol Kusmaul
Michele Lasker
Mary-Ellen Latino
Yemima Lavan
Susan Leonard
Maryann Lincoln
Denise Linet
Deborah MacDonald
Linda MacDonald
Michele Makinen
Therese May
Susan McCraw
Maureen McDermott

Annette McFarlane
Salli McQuaid
Pete and Kathy Menghetti
Jeannie Moore
Pam Morris
Gillian Moss
Reiko Naganuma
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James Brown
Karen Amelia Brown
Sharon Buck
Giselle Burningham
Barbara Bushey
Fiona Calvert
Gayle Carter
Lisa Charles
Susan Cobb



SAQA Budget 2016
	
Revenue	
Membership fees	  $239,582
Conferences	 $79,090
Publication sales	 $56,586
Exhibit Income	  $78,325
Donations	  $149,933
Auctions	  $89,449
Other income	 $31,010

Total revenue	  $723,975
	

Expenses	
Program services:	

Conferences	  $100,203
Education	  $145,295
Exhibitions	  $157,426
Publications	  $125,453

Administration	  $197,155

Total expenses	  $725,532
	

Net Programs	 -$1,557
Net Assets	 $218,464
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Sarah J. Thacker
Patricia Anderson Turner
Mary B. Tyler
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Donations from 01/01/2016 - 12/31/2016

2016 Donors (cont’d) 

2016 Committee members
Development Committee
Dorothy Raymond (chair), 
Lynne Allen, Carol 
Churchill, Lisa Ellis, Chris 
Nielsen, Martha Sielman, 
Jean Tutolo

Education Committee 
Deborah Boschert (chair), 
Elizabeth Bamberger, 
Valerie Goodwin, Celeste 
Janey, Kristin LaFlamme, 
Cindy Richard, Jennifer 
Solon, Maxine Thomas, Lee 
Vause, Martha Wolfe 

Exhibition Committee 
Gwyned Trefethen (chair), 
Suzan Engler (co-chair), 
Betty Busby, Jennifer 
Day, Susan Else, Sarah 
Entsminger, Diane Harris, 

Anne Hiemstra, Patricia 
Kennedy- Zafred, Gül 
Laporte, Elisabeth Nacenta 
de la Croix, Heather 
Pregger, Daren Redman, 
Bill Reker, Sarah Ann Smith 

Finance Committee 
Marvin Fletcher (chair), 
Nancy Bavor, Lisa Ellis, 
Margaret Phillips, Roxanne 
Schwartz, Marcia Young 

Membership Committee 
Diane Wright (chair), 
Sue Bleiweiss (co- chair), 
Susie Monday (secretary),  
Clara Nartey (secretary),  
Sharon Bass, Christine 
Hager-Braun, Allison Reker, 
Michelle Trachtman, Desi 
Vaughn, Martha Wolfe 

JAM Review Panel (2016) 
Catherine Smith  
(moderator), Alice Beasley, 
Leslie Jenison

Nominating  Committee: 
Dorothy Raymond (chair), 
Judith Content, Marvin 
Fletcher 

Regional Grants Review 
Committee 
Georgia French (chair), 
Vou Best, Jeanne Marklin, 
Jennifer Solon, Desi Vaughn 

Special Events Committee 
Deb Cashatt (chair), Susan 
Lapham (co-chair), Vou Best, 
Cindy Grisdela, Susanne 
Jones, Maria Shell, Desi 
Vaughn 


